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COMMUNITY INVITED FOR CELEBRATION
OF ROADHOUSE PIZZA’S GRAND OPENING
Event will offer fun for the entire family and a first look at the renovated restaurant
Ripon, Wis. (  With its ambitious renovation and expansion project nearing completion, Ripon’s iconic Roadhouse Pizza is inviting the entire community to come celebrate.

Boca Grande Capital and Ripon Restaurant Group today announced plans for a grand opening celebration from 4 to 10 p.m. on Saturday, Aug. 14.

“We can’t wait to show off our new look,” said Andy Radke, manager of Roadhouse.  “This is likely to be the biggest event in our history.  In addition to great food and drinks, we’re planning fun things for the entire family.”

The grand opening celebration will include live music and free raffles for great prizes, with the top prize being free pizza for a year.  For the brave and hungry, there will be a cheese puff eating contest.  Pizza may be the chief draw for children, but there also will be a clown, balloon animals and the Bouncy Castle inflatable playground.  Also, don’t miss the debut of the sharp new Roadhouse delivery vehicles.

The event will take place inside and outside the restaurant. Half of Ripon’s city square will be closed to traffic to accommodate the celebration.  
“A primary reason to come celebrate with us, of course, will be to see what we’ve done with Ripon’s favorite neighborhood pizza place,” said Jacob Kain, vice president of architecture and design for Boca Grande Capital.  “We think customers will be both amazed and pleased.”
-- MORE --

Roadhouse grand opening / Add one

For 32 years Roadhouse Pizza has occupied the building at 102 Watson St., on the city square at the corner of Watson and Jackson Streets.  The renovation project has expanded the restaurant into the adjoining building at 104 Watson St., doubling its space.
Features of the renovation include:

· An entirely new kitchen with a viewing area for kids.
· New bathrooms on the first floor and remodeled bathrooms on the second floor.

· New bars on both floors.
· Restoration of the tin ceiling in the main dining room.
· Restoration of windows facing Jackson Street and skylights on the second floor.
· Preservation of the original maple floor in the entry at 104 Watson and the original oak floor on the second floor.
· Continuing the tradition of displaying local sports photos.
· Preservation of the original mural and the addition of an enormous new wall mural.
· Restoration of Roadhouse’s famous outdoor signage.
· The addition of outdoor seating areas on Watson Street and on a rear second-floor deck.
· The addition of air conditioning.
· The addition of wireless broadband Internet access through Granite Broadband.
· Handicapped accessibility.
“All of the work was done by Ripon area contractors, and the results really showcase the talent and skill we have here,” said Lynn Pollesch, vice president of construction management at Boca.

Amid all that is new, Radke noted that the most important things have not changed.  “We are still using our classic thin crust pizza recipes with our signature special sauce, still charging the same prices, and still offering the friendly neighborhood atmosphere that our customers have valued for so many years,” he said. 
The building at 102 Watson Street has a rich history dating to the 1870s.  It was at various times a saloon, a battery shop, a piano and music store, and an ice cream shop.  It has been a restaurant for the past 51 years.  In 1959, the space was a restaurant named Mill’s Grill, which later became the Maple Lunch Restaurant, then the Hopp Inn Restaurant, and finally, in the 1970s, Gus’s Pizza Palace.
-- MORE --

Roadhouse grand opening / Add two
Roadhouse Pizza got its start in Fond du Lac and was brought to 102 Watson in Ripon in 1978.  Larry and Kelly Brunet owned and managed Roadhouse from 1978 to 2007, establishing it as Ripon’s favorite pizza restaurant. 

In 2007, Boca Grande Capital purchased the restaurant and the buildings at 102 and 104 Watson, and began developing plans for a grand renovation.  Construction began on March 2, 2010.

The renovation and expansion of Roadhouse Pizza is another in a series of projects undertaken by Boca Grande Capital.  Other projects have included construction of the America restaurant and the comprehensive renovation of the buildings at 303 and 305 Watson.   
Boca Grande Capital is committed to working in partnership with the City of Ripon and others to revitalize numerous downtown buildings, preserving Ripon’s historic character while bringing new vitality to the heart of the community. These projects will strengthen existing restaurants and other businesses, attract new businesses, provide new opportunities for people to live and work downtown, and encourage more people to visit Ripon.
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